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THE TRUE CHARACTER OF WAR.

We are n«t among those who flatter ourselves
that war between Nations has ceased upon earth
All that we contend for is, that war without neces-

aity it a crime and a disgrace to civilization. Hold-
»>g this opinion, in common, we believe, with the
great body of the People of the United States, it
always pains us to hear War spoken of lightly, or
m any other way than as a great political and
moral evil.
We were the proprietors of this paper some

time before the commencement of the war of 1812,
and were the advocates of that war, believing its'
declaration and prosecution to be an inevitable ne¬

cessity. We were young at the time, it is true,
but, when we doubted, we followed the counsels of
the Fathers of the Republic, then living amongst
us. We have therefore lived and played our port
in one war, and are not without experience of the
character and consequences of that ultima ratio
Kegum, which ought with much stronger reason to
be the last resort of Republics.

In listening to the Debate now going on in the
House of Representatives, and observing the mar¬
tial spmt which glows in the speeches of the
younger Members, of both political parties, in that
assembly, we could not help wishing that they
could, without our age, have had the benefit of our

experience. It is not possible that some practical
knowledge should not have inspired them with
very different ideas on the subject from those which
they appear to entertain.
Thus thinking, there came to our recollection a

passage in the writings of a famous author in our
mother tongue, who had occasion to speak of the
true character of war, without reference to the
grounds upon which it is waged. We have turned
to the works of that writer, from which we make
the subjoined extract, which we trust will give of¬
fence to nobody. It ought .ot to do 80< for a truer
picture was never drawn by pen or pencil.

44 As war is the last of remedies, all lawful exoe-

^.ents must beus^ to avoid it.' As war

extremity of evil, it is surely the duty of those
t twhost 8tation entrusts them with the Jare of na¬
tions to avert it from their charge. There are dis-

; <»«. or nalure whjch gnou,ii ^apt
tation can remove; so there may, by the denra

4 vation of human passions, be sometimes a?
greqe in collective life for which fire and the sword

,

are th« necessary remedies ; but in what can skill
4 dLS°n ^tU5f 9h°wn lhan Preventing such

" It is wonderful with what coolness and indif-
ferenee the greater part of mankind see war com-

,

menced. Those that hear of it at a distance tr
4 erilt °1 th

m i8' but haV® never Presented* its

4 a^lendTnZ' ' C°Tider U 38 litt,e more than
.
P'0clamation' an army, a bat-

, JJ*' and a triumph. Some indeed must perish in

4 h;drrUCCe88ful field' but theX die upon the
bed of honor, resign their liven amidst the iovs

4tZr* and'^ with *lory< ^ «

. J' ThC !ife,of a mod®ra soldier is ill-represented

. mJ f°,C AU^n' u Y haa mean» or destruction

. S?7h T1 a ,the Cannon and the sw°rd.
Of the thousands and tens of thousands that per-

. / COnte8t 8 TCry 8mal1 Part erer feel The

. A I an ; the rest languish in tents
and ships, amidst damps and putrefaction; pale,

. £Pld' sPlntle88; and helpless; gasping and
groaning, unpitied among men made obdurate by

. cTrrof hof>eieM m,Km and««
at la.t whelmed in pita, or heaved into the ocean
without nonce and without remembrance. By'

C"Cam|,me"'" and unwholesome
.

>. useless and enterpriae
import,cable, Heel* are ailently .diapeopled and
armies sluggishly melted aw«y.
" /,,M'818 a people gradually exhausted, for the

4 most part, with little effect.

,

rhe wars °f civilized nations make very slow

changes m the system of empire. The public
.
Perceive, scarcely any alteration but an increase

. j
individuals who are bene¬

fited are not supposed to have the clearest riijht
to their advantages. If he that shared the danger
enjoyed the nrofit, and, after bleeding in the bat-
tie, grew rich by the victory, he might show his

pins without envy. But, at the conclusion of a

. n"? War' h<?w are we recompensed for the
death of multitudes and the expense of millions

,
contemplating the sudden glories of pay-

» whl PrS an~ a^ent8' contractors and commissaries,
. nalZ,TPT" "hJ"e Iike ""-*<.". ""1 »hose

««Th
6 exhalations ?

4 or Z'Z^ tHe men Wh°* withou' virtue, labor,
4 ^ve" hldar^.gr°Wl^ rich as their country is im-

4E,H .
5 when obstinacy or am-

4 tion !S?nA > ear to slaughter and devasta-
. lci".'ce i XgfhIr0ra al bravery and
science, while they are adding figure to fun ire and

. -p 'phCT' hop;"«for .»«».wnStaTf
44 Those who suffer their minds to dwell on

4 considerations will think it no *reat crimp i! 1
4 Ministry tliat tiiey have not snatched with eatfe!*
4 ne,88 thf fir8t opportunity of rushing into the fiSd
when they were able to obtain by quiet neottti#'

. brought JJ!" rM' ?<X>d ,h" ViCl0r'' rould h««"
A hill has been reported in the House of Repre¬

sentatives of the United States hy the Committee
on Foreign Relations for giving to Great Britain the
required twelve months' notice of the cessation of
joint occupation of the Northwestern Territory.
An able report has been made by the Minority of

the same Committee, denying the right of the House
of Representatives to legislate ^>on the subject, and
therefore recommending that the House refrain from
acting upon it.

A Dxjil..A latter in the People's Advocate (York, Pa.,)that a duel wm fought a (m days ago in Hopewell,York county, t>etween Mr. Jnmw Gilbert, of Hartford county,and Mr. William B. Blair, of Ohio. The dispute arose in
an argument ahnit the Oregon t/wMion > They fought with
rifles at aixty paces. After the first fire, neither of the partiesbeing wounded, the difficulty wan adjusted by the aeconds.

Hoaaisi.c..Mr. Lyman I). Hcolt, an intemperate man,
burnt hi* houae and himaelf in it at Monkton, Vermont, on
Saturday before last. He was about 45 yeara old, and ha<
left a wile and two children.

THE OREGON COUNTRY.

J!? !""" '"e"U0',ed subjoined contrauni-

he sn'f ' W" u,>OB .noanuion, to
». so far as concerns oor statute law, literally trne
»ei»i< new to m in the preaeut discusaioB, may be
new also to ,..y 0f oor .ader, T.

ZIZ'TT' f'""* Up0°^ now

acta off
H<Mue of Keprasentati... The

acte of ( ongrea. referred to will be f0..di. UteOth
"olume of the Law. of the United States, or in
Appendix te Vol. X. of the Regtster of Debates"
pages 344, 345, 346, 347, and 348.
WO* A COMMtJHICATIOH ,* .

BBC KM B ICR 37.
*

Notwithstanding the rat amount of diacusaion and the
great variety of .tatementa which have been made by the pub-
1* preati, by our member, of Congre.* and by the Preit
lrs zzzrr- e-"

r «.^Sf
connexion with the «ub)ect, by any of tboae «.ga«d in the

been^fcred *?*** Parka»*»« of 1621 baa
referred to m the PreakWa Menage, and « the |*

-ongwa. waa sharply commented on by aeveral

^TLTT^ 1 g.P'ag ,pWt0° the «f England,
^ " aclU'1 P°«aeaaion by her of the country for legal and
judical purpo^. ft that, under that act of Parliament,

of the peace are established in the county, with pow
r to adjudge all ordinary cauaea, and that in all capital cases

the offender, may be removed for trial into Canada. But it
alao appears that thisBritiah law and the* Britiah justices a*

Thi! l\tMLP0Wen °P#rat'on8 British subject*.
Thu much has been often said in the press and in Con£L,
and ,s repeated in the Pmridenf. Message, but, aa faTS
have^ not one of them has adverted to our two actt of

und.r p,^,. rfwWh our hwi
4

gulating Indian intercom*, and the criminal law. which ap-
fhto places over which the United State, have exclusiveZ
nadicUon, are all extended to that country ; not confined in
their operation to American subject*, but extending to every
case of crune, except effaces committed by IndiL again!
Indians. I refer to the act to regulate intercourse wiHZ
Indian tribes, and the act to establish the Indian Department

we^Tthr^11* United State
west of the Mississippi, and beyond the limits of the State, and
Territory there, "the Indian counUy," and, anHngTZ!
r°y fnf' PXteod8 the Unit^ State. Criminal lawa over it.

attaT^ A1'?'0868' a r" *** °f the Indian"

a^toAr^jndalltheresttoMi.ouri. And«.-
triedfor capital offcncet and eon-

Ctrcuii Court ofthe United State, at St. Uui*
If it he doubted whether the name Indian country, and the

ferifaTSTl there0f giV6° the to

J* }
°CMD' 1 'n,wer' *. act fixe, no western limit to

foe Indian country." It doe. not once menUon the Rocky
m ofthe United ***.lyin*

the^S*' V" "eC°nd rf * lW° e*tablishing

ment fTa^R>ptrtmei,t.provi«on «. made for the appoint¬
ment of Indian agent, for the weatern district, who mav »t

<he discretion of the President, be freed fmm tK .

imnr, »t H> i . ,1 ^ !reed froDD ,he ropennton-
d«icy at St. Louia, and be nude a separate auperintendency.
And thu power of having Indmn agent, in that c^intry ha.
kew»exarcttad by the Oovamment i for we aae, by anoL,n
petitmn pre-ented to Congn«, ami other pn«eding. at

Washington that a Unite.1 State. Indian agent was anally
resident in Oregon aa a public functionary.
The information contained in the following arti¬

cle, concurring with similar reports through other
channels of a private letter said to have been re¬

ceived in this city, may, we presume, be regarded
as authenUc. The comment of the writer upon the
subject is in so different a vein from that of the cor¬

respondence of the same paper for some months
past, that, knowing the party bias of the writer in
Tavor of the Administration, it deserves being copied
if only for the rarity of its complexion :

comaMroHBMCE or tic jou*kal or commkbck.

.« T hn.n
" WABHUroTOW, WxDKKaDAT, Dxc. 31.

I have seen a letter from a high official source
in London, brought by the last steamer to a gentle.
delxt iT th

8 C,(y' W Ch 8ayS : " UnIe88 Presi¬
dent is the most unreasonable man alive, there can

Mvs°that th ^ ab°Ur°JTa r The 8ame writer

ktinn^ A
V,6W8 °f the ®rit,8h Government in re-

f Ame"ca are as pacific as can be, and adds

rerh n
C°m laW9 and food taxefl is

" ' ^ave 8eeu and read this letter for
myself, and that the official station and high charac¬
ter of the writer gives great weight to what he write.. With
a de«re to pre^rve peace on the part of the British Govern¬
ment, and a certainty of a repeal of her corn law. and food

will the Western member, give to their
constituents for their war apeechen >

whlW'fn W8r rtT °Ur rhanCM for th" Po^non of the
whole of Oreg°n ? Wj. it ftciliut, our q( ^

Zah> Wn
CrCaU! a neW markCt ^ PrOVWOn" bread-

rtuffs Will it not rather place Mexico, and especially Cali¬
fornia , under the protection of England f Will it not delav,
if it does not defeat, our poweasion of Oregon > Will it not

c^LTZt^r t0ZreV'nl th' exP°rt °f c<>tton, and thus
compel the South to produce their own provisions > Will not

^ thu" ^ th« ®°°thern
market, as well as forfeit forever the English market about to
be qpened to them by the repeal of the corn laws f Will not

the pork and beef of Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, Illinois and
Miaaouri become valuelesa ? Will not their breadstuff moul¬
der or he eaten up in their Rranaries.by the wevil ^ Will not
our foreign commerce be destroyed, and a diirct tax be the
inevitable consequence >
« But is thin the worst feature ? Who are the parties who

are giving tone to public opinion on thia question > Are they
not the candidate* for the Presidency, and the candidates lor
commissions in the army * I now call upon the country to

note the men in anJ out of Congress, and I venture to say
that there is not a single individual in or out of Congress who
clamors for war, or endeavors to drive the country into a posi¬
tion to render wai inevitable, who is not acting on purely sel¬
fish considerations. EveTV one understands the tartiqiie ofthe
Presidential aspirants, but every one does not understand the
new direction taken by the office-hunters. The army opens
a new field for them. Once drive the country into a war, and
patronage then takes that direction, and the Government thep
changes character. It will be military in all its aspects.
Where will then be the refuge of public liberty

A NEW COLLECTION DISTRICT.
The hill reported in the Honse of Representa¬tives from the Committee on Commerce, and now

pending, lo establish the Collection District of Chi-
cago, includes within the district proposed to he
established " all the rivers, waters, shores, inlets,
and harbors of Lakes Michigan and Superior, with¬
out the jurisdiction of the State of Michigan."
The Treasurer of the State of Pknnsylvania, it

is said, has already sufficient means in his hands to
pay the February interest on the State debt.
When it was told to the late Rev. ftrnxBT 8*mrn that

it was intended to pave SL Paul's church-yard with blocks,
his answer was, that he thought there would be no dif¬
ficulty in the matter if the Dean and Chapttr would puttheir head* together.

SPEECH OF Mr. WINTHROP,
OV MASSACHUSETTS,

ON THE OREGON QUESTION.
Houhk or HKPm*»itMTATiv*», Jahuaet 3, 1H45.

Mr. WINTHROP having obtained the floor, proceeded to
any that he understood the Chair to have decided that, upoo?h» pending motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole on
the state oi the Union a bill for raising two regiments of lifle-
rnen, the whole question of Oregon was open to debate. I he
House too had virtually sanctioned this decision, by declining
to sustain the previous question a few moments since. Mr.W.
could not altogether agree in the fitness of such a decision,
but was unwilling to omit the opportunity which it afforded
for expressing some views upon the subject.My honorable colleague (Mr. Adams) in his reniarks yes¬
terday, and the chairman of the Committee on I oreigs Affairs
this morning, have alluded to the course pursued by them last
year, and have told us that they both voted for giving imme¬
diate notice to Great Britain of our intention to terminate at
the earliest day wliat has been called the conveption of joint
occupancy. Though a much humbler member of the House,
I may be permitted to allude to the fact that I voted against
that proceeding last year, and to add that I intend to do so
how. I may be allowed also to remind the House of a series
of resolutions upon this subject which I offered to their consi¬
deration some days ago. I know not whether those resolu¬
tions will ever emerge from the pile of matter under which
they now lie buried upon your table. If they should, how¬
ever, I am by no means sure that I shall not propose to laythem down again without discussion. Nothing certainly wasfurther from my purpose in offering thhn than to involve this
House in a stormy debate about peace and war. Such de¬
bates, I am quite sensible, are of most injurious influence on
the public quiet and prosperity, and I have no disposition to
render myself responsible for a renewal of them. 1 desired
only then, and I desire only now, te place before the House
and before the country, before it is too late, some plain and
precise opinions, which are sincerely and strongly entertained
by myself, and which I believe to be no less strongly enter¬
tainedby many of those withwhom I am politically associated, in
regard to the present most critical state of our foreign relations.

I desire to do this on many accounts, and to do it without
delay. An idea seems to have been gaining ground in some

quarters, and to have been somewhat industriously propagated
in all quarters, that there is no difference of sentiment in this
House in reference to the course which haa been pursued, or
which seems about to be pursued hereafter, in regard to this
unfortunate Oregon controversy. Now, sir, upon one or two
points connected with it there may be no difference of opinion.I believe there is none upon the point that the United States
have rights in Oregon which are not to be relinquished. I
believe there is none upon the point that, if the controversy
with Great Britain should result in war, our country, and the
rights of our country on both Bides of the Rocky Mountains,
aw to be maintained and defended with all the power and all
the vigor we possess. I believe there w none either upon the
point that, such is state of this controversy at the present mo¬
ment, we owe it to ourselves, as guardians of the public safe¬
ty, to bestow something more than the ordinary annual atten¬
tion.! might better say the ordinary annual inattention.
upon our national defences, and to place our country in a pos¬
ture of preparation tor meeting the worst consequences which
may befall it.

. .So far, Mr. Speaker, I believe there are common opinions,
united thoughts and counsels, in both branches of Congress,
and indeed throughout the countiy, without distinction of party.
Bat certainly there are wide differences of sentiment among

ourselves jind among our constituents upon other no less in¬
teresting and substantial points. And I am not one of those
who believe in the necessity or in the expediency of conceal¬
ing these differences. I have very little faith in the fiuah po¬
licy. I have very little faith in the wisdom of keeping up an

appearance of entire unanimity upon a question like this,
where such unanimity does not exist, for the sake of mere
stage efleet, and with a view of making a profounder impres¬sion upon the spectators. Every body understands such con¬
certed arrangements, every body sees through them, whether
the theatre of their presentment be on one side of the Atlantic
-or the other.

, _ ,Because Sir Robert Peel and Lord John Russell, and Lord
Aberdeen and Lord Palmerston thought fit to unite in a com¬
mon and coincident expression of sentiment, in the two Houses
of Parliament, eight or nine months ago, during the well-re¬
membered debate on the President's inaugural address, I do
not know, I do not lielieve, that the jieople of the nnit.il
States were any the more awed from the maintenance of their
own previous views and parjioses in regard to Oregon, than if
these distinguished leaders of opposite parties had exhibited
something less of dramatic unity, and had indulged rather
more freely in those diversities of sentiment which ordinarily
lend interest to their discussions. Nor am I of opinion, on
the other hand, that a similar course on this side of the ocean
is to have any material influcncc on the course of the British
Government. I hold, at any rate, that it is better for us all
to speak our own minds, to declare our own honest judgments,
and to look more to the influence of our remarks upon our
own people and our own policy, than upon those of Great
Britain.

.I may, add, air, that in presenting these resolutions at the
earliest opportunity which was afforded me, I was actuated by
the desire to put my own views upon record before the return-
ing steamera should bring back to us from England the angry
recriminations to which the late message of the President may
not improbably give occasion, and before the passions ot our

people were inflamed by any violent outbreaks of British feel¬
ing, which that document is so likely to excite.

I am perfectly aware, Mr. Speaker, that, express the news
which I entertain when I may, I shall not escape reproach
and imputation from some quarters of the House. 1 know
that there, are those by whom the slight** syllable of dissent
from the extreme views which the Adminintration would seem

recently to have adopted, will be eagerly seixed upon as evi¬
dence of a want of what they call patriotism ami American
spirit. I spurn all such imputations in advance. 1 spurn the
notion that patriotism can only be manifested by plunging the
nation into war, or that the love of one s own country can

only be measured by one's hatred to any other country. Sir,
the American spirit that ia wanted at the present moment,
wanted for our higliest honor, wanted for our dearest interests,
is that which dares to confront the mad impulses of a super¬
ficial popular sentiment, and to appeal to the sober second
thoughts of moral and intelligent men. Every schoolboy can
declaim about honor and war, the British lion and the Ame¬
rican eagle ; and it ia a vice of our nature lhat the calmest of
us have heart-strings which may vibrate for a moment even
to such vulgar touches. But (thanks to the institutions ol
education and religion which our fathers founded) the great
man of the American people have also an intelligence and a
moral sense which will sooner or later respond to appeals of a

higher and nobler sort, if we will only have .the firmness to
make them. It was a remark of an old English courtier, a

century and a half ago, to one who threatened to take the
sense of the people on some important question, that he would
take the non*en*e of the people and beat him twenty to one.
And it might have been something better than a good joke in
relation to the people of England at the time it was uttered.
But I am not ready to regard it as applicable to our own intelli¬
gent and educated American people at the present day. An
appeal to the nonsense of the American people may succeed
for an hour ., but the stem sense of the country will soon re¬
assert itaelf, and will carry the day in the end.

But, Mr. Speaker, there are other reproaches, beside those
of my opponents, to which I may Ik* thought to subject my¬
self, by the formal promulgation of the views which I enter¬
tain on this subject. It has been said, in some quarters, that
it was not good party policy to avow soch doctrines ; that the
friends of the Administration desire nothing so much as an
excuse for branding the Whigs of the Union as the peace
party ; and that the only course for ua in the minority to pur¬
sue, i« to brag atwut our readiness for war with those that
brag loudest. Now, I am entirely senaible that if ati oppo¬
nent of the present Administration were willing to make a
mere party instrument of this Oregon negirtiation, he might
find in its moat recent history the amplest materials for throw
ing back upon the majority in thia House the imputations in
which they have been heretofore so ready to indulge. How
easy and obvious it would be for ns to aak, where, where was
the heroic determination of the Executive to vindicate our
title to the whole of Oregon.yea, air, "m whoi.* oa

when a deliberate offer of more than five degrees of
latitude was recently made to Great Britain ' Made, too, at
a moment when the President and hia Secretary of State tell
you that they firmly believed that our right to the whole was
clear ami unquestionable ! How eaay it would lie to taunt
the Secretary of State with the policy he has puraued in hia
correspondence of keeping back those convincing arguments
upon which he now relies to justify him in claiming the whole
of this disputed territory, until his last letter.until he had
tried in vain to induce (treat Britain to accept a large part of
it.as if he were afraid to let even his own country understand
how good our title was in caac he could succeed in effecting a

compromise!
For myself, however, I utterly repudiate all nlea of party

obligations or party views in connexion with this question.
1 scorn the suggestion that the. peace of my country ia to U>
regarded as a mere pawn on the political chessboard, to I*
perilled for mere party triumph. We have seen enough of
(he mischief of mingling such questions with perty politics.

We «ee it at this moment. It haa been openly avowed else¬
where, and wan repeated by the honorable member from Illi¬
nois (Mr. Douolabs) in thia House yesterday, that Oregon
and J'e*aa were born and cradled together in the Baltimore
Convention, that they were the twin offspring of that political
conclave ; and in that avowal may be found the whole expla¬
nation of the difficulties and dangers with which the question
is now attended.

I honor the Administration, Mr. Speaker, for whatever
spirit of conciliation, compromise, and peace it haa hitherto
manifested on aubject, and have no heaitation in saying
so. If I have any thing to reproach them with, or taunt them
for, it is for what appears to me as an urireaaonable and precipi¬
tate abandonment of that spirit. And if any l»ody desires on
this account, or any other account, to brand me aa a member
of the peace party, I Ime my boaom, I hold up both my
hands, to receive that brand. I am willing to take its first
and deepest impreaaion, while the iron ia sharpest and hottest.
If there l>e any thing of shame in such a brand, I certainly
glory in my shame. A Cicero said, in contemplation of any
odium which might attach to him for dealing in too severe or

summary a manner with Catiline, " Eo animu semperfui,
ut invidiam virtute purtarn, gluriam, von invidiam, pu-
turem /"

But who, who is willing to bear the brand of being a mem¬
ber of the war party > Who will submit to have that Cain-
mark stamped upon his brow > I thank Heaven that all men,
on all sides, have thus far refused to wear it. No man, of ever
so extreme opinions, has ventured yet to speak upon this ques¬
tion without protesting, in the roundest terms, that he was for
peace. Even the honorable member from Illinois, (Mr. Doca-
tAos,) who was for giving the notice to qurt at the earliest
day, and for proceeding at once to build forts and stockades,
and for asserting an exclusive jurisdiction over the whole Ore¬
gon Territory at the very instant at which the twelve months
should expire, was as stout aa any of us for preserving peace.
My venerable colleague, (Mr. Adams,) too, from whom I al¬
ways differ with great regret, but differing from whom on the
present occasion, I conform not more to my own conscientious
judgment than to the opinions of my constituents, as I under¬
stand them.he, too, I am sure, even in that very torrent of
eloquent indignation which cost us for a moment the order and
dignity of the Houae, could have had nothing but the peace
ot the country at heart. So far as peace, then, is concerned,
it seems that we are all agreed. «« Only it must be an hon¬
orable pence ; that, I think, is the stereotyped phrase of the
day : and all our differences are thus reduced to the question,
What constitutes an honorable peace > Undoubtedly, Mr.
Speaker, the answer to this question must depend upon the
peculiar circumstances of the case to which it ia applied. Yet,
I will not pass to the consideration of that case without put¬
ting the burden of proof where it belongs. Peace, air, in it¬
self, in its own nature, and of its own original essence, ia hon¬
orable. No individual, no nation, can lay a higher claim to
the honor of man or the blessing of Heaven than to seek peace
and ensue it. Louis Philippe may envy no monument which
ever covered human dust, if it may justly be inscribed on his
tombstone (aa has recently been suggested) that while he
lived, the peace of Europe was secure ! And, on the other
hand, war, in its proper character, ia disgraceful; and the man
or the country which shall wilfully and wantonly provoke it,
deserves the execrations of earth and Heaven. These, Mr!
Speaker, are the general principles which civilization and
Christianity have at length engrailed upon the public code of
Christendom. If there be exceptions to them, as I do not
deny there are, they are to be proved specially by those who
allege them. Ia there, then, any thing in the Oregon contro-
very, as it now stands before us, which furnishes an exception
to these general principles '.any thing which would render a

pacific policy discreditable, or which would invest war with
any decree of true honor * I deny it altogether. I reiterate
the propositions of the resolutions on your table. I maintain

1. That this question, from its veiy nature, is peculiarly
and eminently one for negotiation, compromise, and amicable
adjustment.

2. That satisfactory evidence has not yet lieen afforded that
no compromise which the United 8tates ought to accept can
be effected.

J. That, if no other mode of amicable settlement remains,
arWtration ought to be resorted to« and that this Government
cannot relieve itself from its responsibility to maintain the
peace of the country while arbitration is still untried.

I perceive, sir, that the brief time allowed us in debate will
compel me to deal in the most summary way with these pro¬
positions, and that I must look to other opportunities for doing
full justice either to them or to myself. Let me hasten, how¬
ever, to io them what justice I may.

Thare are three distinct views in which this question
may be presented as one peculiarly for negotiation and com¬

promise. In the first place, there is the character of the sub¬
ject matter of the controversy. Unquestionably there may be
rights and claims not of a nature to admit of compromise, and
as to which there must be absolute and unconditional relin¬
quishment on one side or the other, or a conflict is inevitable.
I may allude to the impressment of our seamen as an exam¬

ple.a practice which could not be renewed by Great Britain
at any moment, or under any circumstances, without produc¬
ing immediate hostilities. But here *e have as the bone of
our contention a vast and vacant territory, thousands of miles
distant from both countries, entirely capable of division, and
the loss of any part, I had almost said of the whole, of which
would not be of the smallest practical moment to either of
them.a territory the sovereignty of which might remain in
al>eyance for a half century longer without serious inconveni¬
ence or detriment to any body, and in reference to which there
is certainly not the slightest preU-nee of a necessity for sum¬
mary or precipitate action. We need ports on the Pacific.
Aa to land, we have millions of acres of better land still un¬

occupied on this side of the mountains. What a spectacle it
would be, in the sight of men and angels, for the two coun¬
tries which claim to have made the greatest advances in civi¬
lization and ( hristianity, and which are bound together by mi

many ties of nature and art, of kindred and of commerce,
each of them with possession* so vast and various, to be seen

engaging in a conflict of brute force fur the immediate and
exclusive occupation of the whole of Oregon ! The annals
of liarbarism would afford no parallel to such a scene ?

In the second place, sir, there is the character of the title
to this territory on both sides. I shall attempt no analvsis or

history of this title. I am certainly not disponed to vindicate
the British title ; and as to the American there is nothing to
be added to the successive expositions of the eminent states¬
men and diplomatists by whom it has been illustrated. But,
after all, what a title it is to fight about1 Who can pretend
that it is free fiom all difficulty or doubt } Who would take
an acre of land upon such a title as an investment, without the
warranty of something more than the two regiments of riflemen
for which your bill provides > Of what is the title made tip '

Vague traditions of settlement, musty records of old voyages,
conflicting claims ofdiscovery, disputed principles of public law,
acknowledged violations of the rights of aboriginal occupants,
these are elements out of which our clear and indisputable title
is compounded. I declare to you, sir, that as often I thread
the mazes of this controversy it seems to me to he a dispute as to
the relative rights of two parties to a territory, to which neither
of them has any real right whatever, arid I should hardly
blame the other nations of the world for insisting on coming
in for a scot and lot in the partition of it. Certainly, if we

should be so false to our character as civilized nations as to fight
about it, the rest of Christendom would be justified, if they
had the power, in treating us as we have always treated the
savage tribes of our continent, and turning us both out alto¬
gether.
Why, look at a single fact in the history of this controversy.

In 1818 we thought our title to Oregon aa clear and as un¬

questionable as we think it now. We proposed then to divide
it with Great Britain without the slightest reference to any
third party in interest. Yet at that very moment Spain was

in possession ofthose rights ofdiscovery which, since they were

transferred to ua by the treaty of Florida, we consider as one
of the strongest elements in our whole case. It is a most
notable incident that in the discussions of 1818 not a word was

said in regard either to the rights of Sp«in or to the Nootka
convention. Yet now Great Britain and the United States
are found placing their principal reliance on these two sources
of title. Is there not enough in this historical fact to lead us
to distrust our own judgments and our own conclusions,' and
to warn us of the danger of fixing our views so exclusively on

our own real or imagined wants or interests as to overlook the
rights of others. ,

I.et me not be misunderstood, Mr. Speaker. I have no
hesitation in saving that I honestly think, upon asdispassion
ate a review of the correspondence as I am cabbie of, that
the American title to Oregon is the heat now in existence.
But I honestly think also that the whole character of the title
is too confused and complicated to justify any arbitrary ami
exclusive assertions of right, and that a compromise of the
question is every way consistent with reason, interest, and
honor.

There is one element in our title, however, which I con¬
fess that I have not named, and to which I may not have done
entire justice. I mean that new revelation of right which has
lieen designated as the right of our manifest destiny to spread
over this eantinent. It has been openly avowed in a leading
Administration journal that this, after all, ia our beat and
strongest title ; one so clear, so pre-eminent, and so indisput-
able, that if Great Britain had all our other titles in addition
to her own, they would weigh nothing against it. The right
of our manifest destiny ! There is a right for a new chapter
in the law of nations or rather for the special laws of our

own country ; lor I suppose the right of a manifest destiny to
spread, will not be admitted to exist in any nation except the
universal Yankee nation ! This right of our manifest deetl-
ny, Mr. Speaker, reminds me of another source of title which
is worthy of being placed beside it. Spain afid Portugal, we
all know, in the early [>art of the sixteenth century laid claim
to the jurisdiction of thia whole northern continent of Ameri¬
ca. Francis I. is related to have replied to this pretensionthat ho should like to see the clause in Adam'* Will in
which their exclusive title was found. Now, sir, I look for
an early reproduction of this idea. I have no doubt that if
due search be made a copy of this primeval instrument, with
a clause giving us the whole of Oregon, can be hunted up.
Perhaps it may be lound in that same Illinois cave in which
the Mormon Testament has been discovered. I commend the
subject to the attention of those in that neighborhood, and
will promise to withdraw all my opposition to giving notice
or taking possession whenever the right of our manifest desti¬
ny can be fortified by the provisions of our great first pa¬
rent's will.

M*. Speaker, there is a third, and, in my judgment, a still
more conclusive reason for regarding this question as one for
negotiation and compromise. I refer to its history, antl to the
admissions on both sides which that history contains, f or

thirty years this question has been considered and treated as
one not of title, but of boundary. To run a boundary line
between Great Britain and the United States from the Rocky
Mountains to the ocean.thia has been the avowed object of
each successive negotiation- It has been so treated by Mr.
Monroe, and Mr. Adams, and Mr. Gallatin, and Mr. Rush,
and by all the other American utatesmen who have treated it
at all. Offers of compromise and arrangement have been re¬

peatedly made on both aides on thia bam- 'I hree times we
have offered to Great Britain to divide with her on the 49th
parallel of latitude, and to give her the navigation of the Co¬
lumbia into the bargain. Mr. Polk and Mr. Buchanan them¬
selves have acted upon the same principle up to the moment
of the final abrupt termination of the negotiations. They have
offered again to make the 49th parallel the boundary line be¬
tween the possessions of Gteat Britain and the United States
in the Northwestern Territory. With what face, then, can
we now turn round and declare that there is no lioundary line
to be run, nothing to negotiate about, and that any such course
would involve a cession and surrender of American sod Such
a course would lie an impeachment of the conduct of the dis¬
tinguished statesmen whose names I have mentioned. It im¬
plies an imputation upon the present President of the United
States and his Secretary of State. And, explain it as we may,
it would be regarded as an unwarrantable and offensive as¬

sumption by the whole civilized world.
Sir, I am glad to perceive that the language of the Presi¬

dent's message is in some degree conformable to this view.
He tells us that the history of the negotiation thus far " afford*
satisfactory evidence," not that tio compromise ought to be
made, but that "no compromise which the United Slates
ought to accept can be effected."
And this brings me to another of my propositions. I take

issue with the message on this point. 1 deny that the rejec¬
tion of the precise offer which was made to Great Britain last
summer has furnished satisfactory evidence that no compro¬
mise which the United States ought to accept can be effected.
Certainly, 1 regret that Great Britain did not accept that offer.
Certainly, I think that this question might fairly be settled on
the basis of the 49th parallel ; and I believe sincerely that, if
precipitate and offensive steps be not taken on our part, the
question will be settled on that basis. But there may be little
deviations from that line required to make it acceptable to
Great Britain ; and, if so, we ought not to hesitate in making
them. I deny that the precise offer of Mr. Buchanan is the
only one which the United States ought to accept for the sake
of peace. Such a suggestion is an impeachment of the wis¬

dom and patriotism of men by no means liis inferiors who have
made other and more liberal offers. 1 think that we ought to
accept a compromise at least as tavoiable to Great Britain as

we have three times proposed to her. If we are unwilling to
give her the navigation of the Columbia, we should provide
some equivalent for it. If the question is to be amicably set¬
tled, it must be settled on terms consistent with the honor of
both parties. And nolnxly can imagine that Great Britain
will regard it as consistent with her honor to take a line less
favorable to her interests than that which she lias three times
declined within the last thirty years. T-et me say, however,
in regard to the navigation of the Columbia, that, it I under-
stand it aright, it is of very little importance whether we give
it or withhold it, as the river is believed not to be navigable at
all where it is struck by the forty-ninth parallel of latitude. 11
trust that we shall not add folly to crime, bv going to war ra
ther than yield the navigation of an uuns-rigaM* river.
And here, sir, I have a word to say in reference to a re¬

mark made by the honorable memlier from New \ ork who has
just taken his seat, (Mr. Fataros Kisn.) I understood lum
to say that the Administration, in making the offer of the 49th
parallel to Great Britain during the hist summer, did it with
the perfect understanding that it would be ityected. I appeal
to the honorable member to say whether I have quoted him
correctly.

Mr. KING. I said I had heaid it, and believed it to be so.
Mr. WINTHROP. There is an admission to which I wish

to call the solemn attention of the House and of the country. I
trust in Heaven tliat the honorable mem!>er is mistaken. 1
trust, for the honor of the country, tliat the chairman of the
Committee on Foreign Affairs will olrtain official authority to
contradict this statement.

Mr. C. J. INGERSOI.L. I will not wait for any authority.
I deny.it most unqualifiedly.

Mr. P. KING. I have no other authority on tins subject
than public rumor, and this I believe to be correct.

Mr. WINTHROP. It cannot be correct. What sort of
an Administration are you supporting if you can believe them
to have l<een guilty of an act of such gross duplicity «n the
face of the world, in order to furnish themselves with a pre¬
text for war > I would not have heard their enemy suggest such
an idea.

.Mr. P. KING, (Mr. W. again yielding die floor foi expla¬
nation.) Any man of common sense might have known that
such a proposition to the British Government would I* reject¬
ed, as it has been, without even being remitted across the

W8\Jr* WINTHROP. Better and better. I thank the hon¬
orable member even more for the admission he ha* now made.

Mr. P. KING. You are welcome to it.
Mr. WINTHROP. I am under no particular obligation to

vindicate the course of the present Administration. But, as an

American citizen, without regard to party, and with a single eye
to the honor of my country, I would indignantly repel the idea
that our Government, m whose soever hands it might be, could t>e
guilty of to scandalous and abominable an act as that which
has now been imputed to it by one of its peculiar defenders.
But the honorable member admits that any man of common
sense must have understood that the Ministei of Great Britain
would refuse the ofler which was thus (hypocritically, as he
believes) made, and would refuse it precisely as it has been
refused, without even transmitting it ncmss the water. What,
then, becomes of all the indignation which has been expressed
and implied by the Administration and its friends from the
Secretary of State downwards, at the rejection, and more par¬
ticularly at the manner of the rejection of that offer Why,
it seems, after |g|, that the honorable member and myself are
not so very far Apart. This admission of hi* is entirely in ac¬
cordance with the view which I have already expressed, that
if any compromise whatever was to be made, (and I rejoice to
find that even the chairman cif the Committee of Foreign Af¬
fairs has this motuing emphatically denominated himself a

rx>mpromi*er,) the rejection of this precise offer does not au¬
thorise us to leafi at once to the conclusion that " no compro¬mise which the United States ought to accept can be effected."
If our Government has thus far made no offer, except one
which " any man of common sense might have known would
be rejected precisely as it has been," I trust it will bethink it¬
self of making another hereafter which will afford to Great
Britain a leas reasonable pretext for so summary a proceeding.

But, Mr. Speaker, it is certainly possible that, with the best
intentions on both sides of the water, all efforts at negotiating
a compromise may fail. It may turn out hereafter, though
deny that it is yet proved, that no compromise which the I ni-

ted States ought to accept can be effected. What then Is
there no resort but war Yes, yes ; there is still another easy
and obvious mode of averting that fearful alternative. "*an

arbitration ; a resort so reasonable, so just, so conformable to
the principles which govern us in our daily domestic affairs, so

conformable to the spirit of civilization and Christianity, that
no man will ventun- to say one word against it in the abstract.
Hut then we can find no mipartiid aibitcr, say gent i men ;

and, therefore, we will have no arbitration. Our title is so

clenr and so indisputable that we can find nobody in the wide
world impartial enough to give it a fair consideration

Sir, this is a most unworthy pretence ; unworthy of us, and
offensive to all mankind. It i» doing injustice to our own
case and to our own character to assume that all the world are

prejudiced against us. Nothing but n consciousness of hav¬
ing given cause for such a state of feeling could have suggest
ed its existence. The day has been when we could hold up
our heads and appeal confidently, not merely for justice, but
for sympathy and succor, if they were needed, to more than
one gallant and generous nation. We may do so again, il
we will not wantonly outrage the feelings of the civili/ed

I world. For myself, there is no monarch in Europe to whom
I should tear to submit this question. The King of France,
the King of Prussia, the Emperor of Russia, either of them
would bring to it intelligence, impartiality, »nd ability. But,

U there be ajealou.y of crowned head* why not proper a

r'. 0' I' w,u pul JiTUHt ¦*j.
there arc profound jurut*, accomplulu,d hiatoriaw, ...en of
learning, philosophy, ami science, on both Hides of the water
fro... whom a tribunal might be corwt.tuted, whose decision
upon any question would command universal confidence and
respect. The venerable Gallatin, (to name no other Ameri¬
can name,) to whose original exposition of this question we
owe almost all that is valuable in the papers by which our title
ha* since lieen enforced, would add the crowning grace to his
long life of patriotic service by representing his country once

more in a tribunal to which her honor, her intercuts, and her
peace might safely be entrusted. At any rate, let us not re¬

ject the idea of arbitration in the abstract; and, if the terms
cannot In- agreed upon afterwards, we shall have some ajiolouy
for not submitting to it. General Jackson, air, did not regard
arbitration as a measure unfit either for him or his country to

adopt. Indeed, it is well understood that he waa so indignant
at the King of Holland's line not being accepted by us, that
he declined to take any further steps on the subject of the
Northeastern boundary.

I cannot but regret, Mr. Speaker, that the Preaident, in
making up an issue before the civilized world, upon which he
claims to be relieved from all responsibility which may follow
the failure to settle this question, has omitted all allusion to
the fact that arbitration on this subject of Oregon has been
once solemnly tendered to us by Great Britain. I am willing,
however, to put the very best construction on this omiosion of
which it is susceptible, and to believe that the Preaident de¬
sired to leave himself still uncommitted upon the point.

ithout some such explanation, it certainly has a most un¬
fortunate and disingenuous look. This omitted fact is, in¬
deed, enough to turn the seal* of the public judgment upon
the whole issue. Arbitration offered by Great and
perseveringly rejocted by us, leaves the responsibility for the
preservation of peace upon our own shoulders. The Admin¬
istration cannot escape from the burden of that responsibility.
And a fearful responsibility it is, both to man and to God »

Before concluding my remarks, as the clock admonishes me
I soon must, [ desire to revert to one or two points to which
I alluded briefly at the outset. I have already declared my¬
self opposed to the views of my honorable colleague, (Mr.
Adams,) as to giving the notice to Great Britain. I honestly
believe that the termination of that convention of joint occu¬

pation (l call it by this naine for convenience, not perceiving
that it makes any material difference as to the real questions
before us) at this moment, under existing circumstances, and
with the view, which my honorable colleague has expressed,
of following it up by the immediate occupation of the whole
of Oregon, would almost unavoidably terminate in war. I
see no probable, and hardly any possible, escape from such a

consequence. And to what end are we to involve* our coun¬

try in such a calamity > I appeal to my honorable colleague,
and to everj' member on this floor, to tell me what particular
advantage is to he derived from giving this notice and termi¬
nating this convention at this precise moment, and in advance
of any amicable adjustment. The honorable member from
Pennsylvania (Mr. C. J. TsoeUsoll) has said that this con¬

vention is the own child of my honorable colleague. It has
'feri twice established under his auspices, and with the ad-
vae and consent of statesmen as patriotic and discriminating
as any who now hold the helm of our Government. What
evil has it done ' What evil is it now doing '

Th*1 honorable member from Pennsylvania has given us a
rich description of the rapid influx of population into that ter-
ntory. He has presented us with a lively picture of f know
not how many thousand women and children on their winding
way to this promised land beyond the mountains. Let them
go. God speed them ! There is nothing in the tenns of this
convention which impedes their passage, nor any thing which
prevents us from throwing over them the protection of a limit¬
ed Territorial Government. I am ready to go as far as Great
Britain has gone in establishing our jurisdiction there ; and no
interest, either of those who are going there, or of those who
are staying here, calls on us to go further at present. The
best interests of both parties, on the contrary, forbid any such
proceeding. Gentlemen talk about following up this notice by
taking immediate possession of the territory. This is sooner
said than done. What if Great Britain should happen to get
the start of us in that proceeding * Such a thing would not
be matter of very great astonishment to those who remember
heT celerity in such movements, and her power to sustain them
when once made. Where should we be then » Would there
be no war }

And what would I* the consequences of a war under such
circumstances ; the consequences, not upon cotton or upon
commerce, not upon Boston or Charleston or New York but

- fcr mmxml, a& OresJn it¬
self is concerned The cry is now «' the whole of Oregon
or none, and echo would answer, under such circumstances,
" mmr I see not how iyiy man in his senses can resist the
conviction that, whatever compensation we might console
ourselves with, by a cut out of Canada, or by the whole of
l-anada.under whatever circumstances of success we might
carry on the war in other quarters of the world or of our
continent, the adoption of such a course would result in the
immediate loss of the whole of that territory. This, at least
is my own honest opinion.
As a friend, then, to Oregon, with every disposition to

maintain our just rights to that territory, with the most sin
cere desire to see that territory in the possession of such of
our own people as desire to occupy it.whether hereafter as an

independent nation, as was originally suggested by a distin¬
guished Senator from Mi**>uri, (Mr. B«nto*,) and more re-

cenUy by a no less distinguished Senator from Massachusetts,
(Mr. W erstsr,) or as a portion of our own wide-spread and
glorious Republic.1 am opposed to the steps which are now
about to he so hotly pursued.

-sir, I feel that I have a right to express something more
than an onlinary interest in this matter. There is no better
element in our title to Oregon than that which has been con¬
tributed by Ronton enterprise. You may talk about the old
navigators of Spain, and the Florida treaty, and the settle¬
ment at Astoria, and the survey of L?wis and Clarke as

m~! y°u P'ca*. but you all come back, for your best
satisfaction, to «. Auld Robin Gray" in the end. Cap¬
tain Robert Gray, of Boston, in the good ship Columbia,
gave you your eailiest right of foothold upon that soil.

j| fl have seen, within a few months past, the last survivor of
bis hardy crew, still living in a green old age, ami exhibiting
with a pride a few original sketches of some of the sccnas of
that now memorable voyage. My constituents feel some pride
in their connexion with the title to this territory. But in their
name I protest against the result of their peaceful enterprise
beintr turned to the account of an unnecessary and destructive
war. | protest against the pure current of the river which
they discovered, and to which their ship has given its noble
name, being wantonly stained with either American or British
blood ?

But while I airt thus opposed to war for Oregon, or to
any measures which, in my judgment, are likely to lead to
war I shall withhold no vote from any measure* which the
fnends of the Administration may bring forward for the defence
of the country. Whether the bill be for two regiments or for

'

twenty regiments, it shall pass for an me. To the last file,
'

to the utmost tarthing, they shall have men and money for
the public protection. But the responsibility for bringing
about such a state of things shall be theirs, and theirs only.
They can prevent it if they please. The peace of the coun¬

try ami the honor of the country are still entirely compatible
with each other. The Oregon question is still perfectly sus¬

ceptible of an amicable adjustment, and J rejoice to believe
that it may still be so adjusted. We have bad omens of peace
in the other end of thej Capitol if none in this. But, if war
comes, the Administration must take the lesponnibHity for all
it* guilt and all its disgrace.

NEW YORK COTTON MARKET.

FROM TBI COMMERCIAL IIST OF SATURDAT.

On W ednesday the business done was chiefly to fill up
the French packets, at prices which show a further decline of
one eighth of a cent per pounJ, making three-eighths since
the last accounts from England , several holders, however,
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